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diary alliance with the Bhoosla Raja, proved at
the time abortive; and though the hope of even-
tually accomplishing this object was not finally
extinguished, the measure was one remaining for
the new Governor-General.

With the slight modifications above adverted
to, the relations of the British with the native
powers of India wore precisely in the condition
in which they were placed at the close of the
Mahratta war, in 1805-6; but the course of
events had in this interval produced many impor-
tant changes, as well in the relative position of
the several powers towards one another, as in
their temper towards ourselves. It will be useful,
by way of introduction to the proposed Narrative of
the principal Political and Military Transactions
of Lord Hastings^ administration, to give a brief
sketch of their actual condition at the tifae of his
Lordship's arrival.

The States of India, that is, of Hindustan and
the Ihiklig^ for external powers, as those border-
ing on Persik to the west, and the Burmese and
others to the east, aTe^becowmrily.exduded from
the review, may be classed at t&& P
four heads* First, those with whom tlie
nation had formed subsidiary alliances* Secondly,
those enjoying its protection, without any subsi-
diary contract, and consisting for thfe most part of
small principalities, scarcely merititijg the
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